Who gets the baby?
Holding a new baby that has just
entered the world may well be
the most climactic moment in
someone’s life.
It brings a sense of joy but also
responsibility and the emotions
can be overpowering.
Whilst every new parent should
take a moment to bask in what is
such an amazing event, there is
the practical side that needs to
be dealt with as well.
One important question that we do our best to ignore is who is going
to look after your beautiful baby if tragedy struck.
It may surprise you, but the only way to control who would get
custody of your baby if you and the other paternal parent weren’t
around or were incapable of looking after it, is to have a legal Will in
place that deals with guardianship and that means choosing the
person or persons you want.
Whilst this will be the last thing on your mind, it is an imperative
decision for every parent who doesn’t want to leave that for the court
to determine.
Without a Will, the Family Court decides who should become the legal
guardian based on the best interests of the child. This is not ideal as
the person chosen by the Family Court may not necessarily be the
person that you would have chosen to care for your child and to bring
them up in the manner you would have hoped for.

You can’t control what happens in
your day but you can plan ahead.
It’s not easy to think about the
possibility of your child having to
go through the most important
years of their life without you, but it
is essential to formally document
your wishes for your child in the
event that time ever comes along.
Selecting a guardian for your child can be a difficult decision because
no one can really compare to you. To choose the next best person to
care for your child, you may wish to consider the following:
Who might your child already have a bond with
Similarities between your lifestyle, values and religious beliefs
Whether the individual already has or is planning to have children
The transition, in terms of location and lifestyle
Who is in a position to take on the role – physically, financially and
emotionally?
So, if you have a child, whether a newborn, a toddler or entering
teenage years, you need to ensure you have a plan in place in the event
that something unexpected happens to you. A Will is the only way to
formally document your wishes and ensure your child is taken care of.
LegalWill.com.au allows you to nominate guardians and alternative

guardians in their Will - for as little as $25 for a single person & $40 for a
couple, you can put your wishes in writing and protect your child.
Try LegalWill.com.au today and take advantage of this 25% discount
code: mybaby25

